Essentials of Performance Quality: The Skill of Listening
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Performance Fundamentals

Tone Quality:  All of the other areas listed under Performance Fundamentals are dependant on characteristic tone.  In listening to bands, few of us spend enough time developing this important area.

Mouthpieces, reeds, air support, instrument, mouthpiece maintenance and many other things contribute to a good tone quality.  All of these items are necessary, but the most important thing that the student has to know is what the characteristic tone on a given instrument must be in order to approach it on their instrument.

To develop this, the student must be taught to listen to their instrument and get the right sound into their head so that they are always trying to produce the good sound.

Technical Preparation

Many times I have observed bands that had achieved a lot of success in this area but without the correct characteristic tone the Superior rating cannot be achieved.
Musical Effect 

Is it possible to achieve some success in “shaping the musical line” or “phrasing” or “tempo” without a good characteristic tone, but if the sound of the student is not good, the sonority of the band cannot be good and so “style”,” Interpretation” and “expression” are difficult to achieve.

Exercise

Please use the sample Adjudicator’s Comment Sheets to make your assessment of the following recordings.  Please remember that the recording is seldom as good as the live performance.

